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Note on routing slip td from Mr. Houston
1 This has been stamped QONFIDENTIAL in accordaiice with the
manner of handling earlier papers although I do not believe this

contains any classified information a8 such. oaC 9-1688

23 Nbvemhef 1959

VEMORANDUM FOR: Chairman, Security Committee, USIB

 SUBJECT: o Disclesures of Information Affecting the '

National Security

|. We have reviewed the memorandum of 18 November
for the members of the United States Intelligeace Board, with
the attachments, and particularly the propaud.?natdentin_l
memorandum on disclosures of intelligence. It is our feeling
that the problem of classified information, including intelligence
and intelligence iaformation, is already completely cover ed by
Execative Order 10501 and that what should be aimed at in the
Presidential memorandam is bringing the intelligence agencies
of the Goverament into their proper place in the declassification
or release of classified information. The release of classified
jnformation as such is largely a pelitical determination and as
stated by Executive Order 10501 is the responsibility of the head
of the department. However, the intelligence community has a
special interest shared by no other compoaents, W ch is the
protection of jntelligonce sources and methods. V‘:‘. therefore,
feel that the Presidential memorandum, while once mores calling
attention to Executive Order 10501 and directing compliance there-
with, could properly require consultation with the intelligence
components ia connection with any release Or declassification of
classified intelligence in order to determine whether sources or
methods could thereby be compromised.

2. VWeare forwarding herewith for your consideration 2
draft of a Presidential memorandum based en the foregoing
analysis.

OGC:LRH:jeb

OGC chrono LAWRENCE R, HOUSTON
subject-Sec 3 General Counsel
Atuclsn-—;em—l
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Executive Cifices of the Prenideat
Secretary of State ’
Secretary of Defense
Secrstary of the Treasury
Secretary of Commerce
The Attorney General
Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission
Director of Central Iatelligence

SURJECT: Disclosures of Information Affecting the
National Seeurity

l. Iam concerned over the serious damage caused to the
security of the United States by the appearance in public information
media of information from within the Executi ve Branch of the
Government which has not been authorized for disclosure. This
information was properly classified under Executive Order 10501
as official information affecting the national defense. Of particular
importance is the unauthorised disclosure of iutdlignco including
information about intelligence sources and methods. Because of
these disclosures in several instances, great harm has been done
to the United States intelligence effort. It is clear that many recipieants
of intelligence clearly labeled with the proper classification are not
aware of the detrimental effect which their disclosures may have

and have had on the success of the intelligence sffort.
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2. Specifically, ! draw your attention to section 7 of
Executive Order 10501 which reads in part: 'Knowledge or possession
of classified é_afeﬁn‘ information shall be parmitted only to persons
whose cofficial éntial roqu{n such aceess in the intersst of promoting
national defense and only if they have been determined to be trust-
worthy. " It is the responsibility of the head of each department and
ujéécy to insure that the provisions and the spirit of Executive
Order 10501 are carried out and t&t classified information is
properly safeguarded. No classified information is to be revealed
to unauthorised persons. Information may be released, however, if
ii is declassified under proper procedures.

3. With regard t§ intelligence, 1 draw attention to the fact
that, by statuts (section 10Z{c)}(3) of the Natienﬂ Security Act of 1947,
as amended) the Director of Central Intelligence is responsible for
protecting iﬁtemgnncc sources and methods from unauthorized
dincimurc.{{” Therefore, if declassification or release of chuiﬁcd
intelligence is cénhmphtod, the inulligc-nu components of your
respective Departments and Agmciu will be consulted as to the
impact on sources and methods. Recipients of intslligence shall be
made especially aware of the damage that can accrue to intelligence
sources and methods through the improper handling and releass of
chﬁniﬁeé intelligence, both raw and that contained in finished studies

and reports.

3
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4. The Director of Central Iatelligence shall keep me

informed of developments under this dtective and shall make
appropriate recormnmendation of actions to be taken for better
protection of intelligence, imeluding additional legislation as may

be proposed by the United States Intelligence Board.
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Documents sent by Mr. Houston to Mr. Eric H. Hager,
Legal Adviser of the Department of State:

Memo for the Record
Subject: BRevision pf Espionage Laws
5 March 1959 - (subject copy)

The Espionage Laws
8 July 1959

|(extra carbon)

Memorandum for Mr. Houston

Subject: Broadening bthe United States'’ Jurisdiction
Under the Espionage laws

4 November 1959 -| | (extra carbon)

Memorandum for Birector of Central Intelligence
Subject: Protection of Intelligence Sources and
Methods

14 Februsry 1958 - Lawrence R. Houston

DD/S 58-573, OGC 8-0341, ER 10-1122 (DCI copy)

Memorandum for Director of Central Intelligence
Subject: Legislative Action Pertaining to Security
Leaks

13 February 1958 - Lawrence R. Houston

0GC 8-0330 (Subject Copy)

Memorandum for Chief, Special Intelligence Staff,
Office of Current Intelligence

Subject: Security of Information

16 October 1959 - Lawrence R. Houston

(Subject Copy) For Official Use Only

proved For Release 2004/05/22 : CIA-RDP62-00631R000400060001-2




Approved For Release 2004/05/22 : CIA-RDP62-00631R000400060001-2

o

2430 E Street, N. W. | = [=A-400867

Wasmington 25, D. C.

* FROM

DATE

Legal Adviser

E TO:
Department of State
—__Room 4264 New {tate
Washington 25, D. C.
'LLOG DATA CONFIDENTIAL
EECRI‘I‘
OGC 9-1658

E
3 ¥ €PO: 1958-443368

RECEIVING OFFICE LOG

e

SECRET

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Legal Adviser
Department of State

Eric:

While much of the attached is not
classified and probably some could be de-
classified, we have treated the whole file
as SECRET because of certain of the
instances discussed.

1 mrem | LS
s Laurenos R lcustan
LAWRENCE R. HOUSTON
General Counsel
CIA

. SECRET ¢ WDATE) 1059

FORM NO. 101 REP L AEHS: FORM 10-101
1 AUG 54 wiieH MAY BE USED.

C (a7
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SECRET.

‘_._.......

Mr. Eric H. Heger -
Legal Adviser '

Department of State
Washingtonm 25, D. C.

Dear Eﬂ.c:

rormnudyofmwlaofmwmeMmcr

classified information which we discussed last week, I an sending to
'ymmmbemmaxmehmmdwmm:z. unehofom'
esphasis in this Cield has been on tho‘!guihi_ntiu of evolving

legislation to iagrove protection of claigified inforeaticn. In this
connection we have undertaken stulies of the )
possible changes in them with the Justice Department. L
March 1939, 8 July mgmkmwssb sivem-uewmmromuon.-

‘I‘he Mutm mhinty ‘of the Director of Cenkrsl Intcnigence
rwtmmmmammngmmmmummu
uy memoranimm of 14 Pebrumry 1958. Geme aifficulties in stopping Jeeks
of classified inforestion are described i wy memorapda dated 13 Fe
1958 and 16 October 1959. As & practical watter, it has been our
exmuemtmmrexisﬂnglmaitmmwthu M'am
interests to prosecute individuais® uhcmmmenuiﬁe&intw- .
mation under the comtrol of this Agency:” ¥f you want, £ can send you @
selection of cases involving unsuthorized @Ssclosure whiek we have been
'wuwwanﬁwhmnmmmmm.

smnmmkumawumﬁiuﬁnmmngx
periodicals to the swbjeet of esplomage snd the lesking of information
affecting the national semmrity. FoPf genemal bsckground, however, I
suggest "The Eeplonmge Aet of 191T: Iumitutinmmmm
by Nathaniel H. Goodriech appearing ss Appendix F (p. %mm
of Atoaic Energy by Newman and Miller (Moirav Rill, 1948

mofmnmrdrinmmnm,WWWQum
keeping the enclosures together for retum to us. We can arrange, of
course, to thermofax any of the easlosures and mmuymm
retention.

0GCMEM: Jem o . , 81neere1y,

Orig & 1 - Addressee - : sl gﬁ
© /1 - Subject -3 .
ity lschrono ' MM

ﬂbdﬁd‘u P ;y.‘a
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Attach to OGC 8-0341 when returned from Haser

: - -
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9 ©F i

Attached to OGC 8-0330 when returned from

Hager

Attachesk to 16 Oct 59 memo to

Chief, CI re Security of Information fr

GC when returned from Hager
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i { | CONFIDENTIAL | | SECRET
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICIAL ROUTING SLIP

NAME AND ADDRESS INITIALS
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ACTION DIRECT REPLY PREPARE REPLY
APPROVAL DISPATCH RECOMMENDATION
COMMENT FILE RETURN
CONCURRENCE INFORMATION SIGNATURE

Remarks:

FOLD HERE TO RETURN TO SENDER

FROM: NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NO.

FORM NO. Replaces Form 30-4
{ APR 55 23 7 thi)ch may be used. ¢ U.S.GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1955—0-342531
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MEMORANDUM FOR: THE DIRECTOR

A White House conference to discuss
strengthening the laws about security leaks
concluded that the only feasible action was to
strengthen the law as it applied to Government
employees who disclosed classified information.
Details of this conference are in the attached
memorandum.

LAWRENCE R. HOUSTON
General Counsel

rORRR
(DATE)
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MEMORANDUM FOR: THE RIFECTIOR

The attached was prepared for| |
and the Security Subcommittee of USIB to give
them the general background of the problem of
taking legal action in the event of leaks of
classified inforration. This will lead into
detailed discussions as to what legislation

may be feasible. Our best information is that
Justice will not at this time propose any new
legislation but does not object and is even
somewhat in favor of our going ahead as
representing the intelligence community and
sounding out our own committees on various
Wiislative propesals, . -

4, L . - 16 Cctober 1959
LAWRENCE BR. HOUSTON (DATE)
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